Approved For Release 2004/06/23 . CIA-RDP65B00383R000200240049-3

1963

from Indiana has said, and in view of the
fact that a good deal of this lack of au-
thorization rests with the other body,
I might suggest to the gentleman from
Missouri that instead of asking for a
80-day extension he ask for an 8-month
extension and then we can all go home
next week.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from Mis-
souri? .

Mr. BECKER. Mr. Speaker, reserving
the right to object, I raised this issue last
week, As we go along waiting for these
appropriation bills I say to the gentle-
man from Missouri that we seem to have
fewer and fewer Members present. It
seems to me that there should be some
order in the House so that the Members
would know what they were going to do,
instead of having a situation where each
week, we stay down here and take up
some simple little bill, such as we had
yesterday, on which I think there was
one single vote In opposition. Why
could not these matters be considered
within 1 week’s time and let us get some-
thing done?

Mr. LAIRD. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. BECKER. I yield to the gentle-
man from Wisconsin.

Mr. LAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to support the chairman, the gen-
tleman from Missouri, In his statement
with regard to the delay of the appro-
priation bills thus far. The only rea-
son there has been a delay in the appro-
priation bills is the fact that the au-
thorizations have not cleared the other
body. We could not get the independ-
ent offices bill, which is under the lead-
ership of the gentleman from Texas
[Mr. THOMAS], over here on the floor un-
til just & week ago because the space
agency authorization had not passed.
As far as the foreigh aid authorization
bill is concerned it has not passed the
other body as yet.

I would like to state, however, that
I believe it would be better for us in the
House to extend this resolution only
for 30 days in order to keep some heat on
the other body so that they will get these
authorizations out and act upon them.
But I support my chairman, the gentle-
man from Missouri, in his explanation
of why these bills have not come out.
Certainly it is the lack of authorizations.

Mr. BECKER. Mr. Speaker, I want to
continue with this subject because it is
all important. It does not make any
difference which House is responsible.
I think it is the responsibility of the
majority party to see that these matters
are taken care of, that the authorization
bills are enhacted, whether it is in the
other body or in this body. It is not the
responsibility of the minority party. I
am not criticizing my good friend from
Missouri, the chairman of the Appropri-
ations Committee, but I think the major-

ity party has a great responsibility to \

the people of this country to see to it
that the appropriation bills are on this
floor by June 30 and acted upon. We
do not know today how much the de-
partments of the Government are spend-
ing. We do not know how much foreign
aid is being distributed, because last
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year they had an appropriation of some-
thing over $4 billion and they can con-
tinue to spend at that rate this year
under these continuing resolutions.

I think it is a matter of party respon-
sibility. The President asked for a
Democratic Congress. He got it. Why
do they not act responsibly and get on
with the job?

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from
Missouri?

Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, a parlia-
mentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will
state it.

Mr. FORD. Because there has been
some lapse between the time the gentle-
man from Missouri made his request
and now, may we have his request
repeated?

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
fromw. Missouri repeat his request for the
benefit of the gentleman from Michigan
and other Members?

Mr. CANNON. Mr, Speaker, there re-
main three of the annual supply bills
yet undisposed of; the appropriation bill
for military construction, the appropria~
tion bill for foreign aid, and the appro-
priation for public works. Hearings
have been practically completed on all
of them. We can report them at any
time we have authorizations.

So, Mr. Speaker, I ask uhanimous con-
sent that it be in order to consider on
Monday next a continuing resolution
continuing the present status for 30
days, ending December 1, 1963.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from Mis-
souri?

There was no objection.

Mr. JENSEN reserved all points of
order on the resolution.

CORRECTION OF VOTE

Mr. OLSEN of Montana. Mr, Speaker,
on rollcall 172 T am recorded as not vot-
ing. I was present and voted “aye.” I
ask unanimous consent that the perma-
nent REcorp and Journal be corrected
accordingly.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
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a Communist Cuban plane for a period
of 61 minutes, with no relief coming
from the U.S. Air Force until a substan-
tial time had lapsed, and after this 61-
minute strafing had passed. This straf-
ing took place between 12:40 and 1:40
a.m,, on October 22. I repeat, our air-
planes did not arrive until after the
strafing had taken place.

Mr. Speaker, I am calling for a thor-
ough investigation of the unconscionable
delay in reaching the scene of the un-
provoked Cuban attack on a U.S.-owned
ship, less than one-half hour away from
the Florida coast, and am calling on De-
fense Secretary McNamarea to announce
and to institute a hot pursuit policy
as it relates to continued attacks by
Cuba.

According to reports, this strafing took
place for over an hour with 15 to 20
passes being made.

What has happened to McNanara's
promise of adequate protection for U.S.
ships, made after the last shooting inei-
dent involving the trigger-happy Cuban
Air Force and an American ship, the
Floridian? -

The administration’s lack of adequate
protection in this vital area is a shock-
ing example of a languid defense policy
which demands an immediate investiga-
tion.

In addition, the administration should
announce now a policy of hot pursuit
and put Castro on notice that any fur-
ther attacks will result in immediate
pursuit and eounterfire. Unless this is
done, American lives and property on
the high seas will continue to be at the
whim and the mercy of the Kremlin’s
puppet dictator, Fidel Castro. And a
stiff protest should be lodged with Khru-
shehev who made these attack planes
avallable to Castro and who is support-
ing and sustaining the Castro Commu-
nist dictatorship only 90 miles from our
shores.

This is another example of where
Castro’s so-called defensive weapons
have become offensive.

While we are flying 15,000 troops to
Europe in Operation Big Lift, we are
giving no concern to Operation Little Lift
in the defense of American lives and

iles away.

the request of the gentleman from Mon_Liperty in our own backyard, a few
m g .

There was no objection.

COMMITTEE ON THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA

Mr. WHITENER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Committee
on the District of Columbia be permitted
to sit during general debate today.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from North
Carolina?

There was no objection.

(’ HOT PURSUIT
(Mr. CRAMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his
remarks.)

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day on the anniversary of the missile
crisis, a U.S.-owned ship was strafed by

CORRECTION OF RECORD

Mr. BECKER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to correct the per-
manent REcorp of my remarks appear-
ing on page 18573 on October 15, 1963.

The first word in line 6 of the third
column on that page should read “mi-
nority” instead of “majority’” as erro-
neously recorded. )

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to

¢ % fhe request of the gentleman from New
York?
\Q\l ¢ There was no objection.

POLITICAL STATUS OF
PUERTO RICO
Mr. MADDEN. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 549 and ask for its
immediate consideration.
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The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

Resolred, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to move that
the House resolve itself into the Committee
of the Whole House on the State of the
Union for the consideration of the bill
tH.R. 5945} to establish a procedure for the
prompt settlement, in a democratic man-
ner, of the political status of Puerto Rico.
After general debate, which shall be confined
to the bill and shall continue not to exceed
Lwo hours, to be equally divided and con-
trolled by the chalrman and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Inte-
rior and Insular Affairs, the bill shall be read
for amendment under the five-minute rule.
It shall be In order to conslder the substitute
amendment recommended by the Committee
on Interior and Insular Affairs now in the
bill and such substitute for the purpose of
amendment shall be considered under the
five-minute rule as an original bill. At
the conclusion of such consideration the
Committee shall rise and report the bill to
the House with such amendments as may
have been adopted, and any member may de-
mand a separate vote In the House on any
of the amendments adopted In the Commit-
tee of the Whole to the bill or committee
substitute. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motlon to recom-
mit with or without Instructlons.

Mr. MADDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
30 minutes to the gentleman from Ohio
{Mr. BrRowNr] and, pending that, yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 549
provides for conslderation of HR. 5945,
a bill to establish a procedure for the
prompt settlement, in a democratic man-
ner, of the political status of Puerto Rico.
The resolution provides an open rule with
2 hours of general debate.

The purpose of H.R. 5945, as amended
by the Committee on Interior and Insular
Affairs, is to establish a United States-
Puerto Rico Commission to study all
factors having & bearing on the future
relationship between the United States
and Puerto Rico and to formulate and
draft such legislative recommendations
with respect thereto as it may deem ad-
visable in the light of its study.

Since July 1952, Puerto Rico has becn
designated a commonwealth. However,
both within and ouiside Puerto Rico
doubt has heen repeatedly expressed
about the status of Puerto Rico and there
is desire for clarification of the relations
between it and the United States. Pro-
posals for a change of status are also
being advocated by groups within the
Commonwealth.

It is believed that the first step to be
taken is a full exploration of the ramifi-
cations and implications of the various
proposals and of any alternatives thereto.
Such an exploration should be made by
a small working commission composed of
members representing various poinis of
view and with various types of back-
ground and experience. This, in sub-
stance, is what HR. 5945 provides for.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the adoption of
IIouse Resolution 548.

«Mr. MADDEN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his
remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohlo. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.
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(Mr. BROWN of Ohlo asked and was
given permission to revise and extend his
remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
the gentleman from Indilana has ex-
plained this rule. It makes in order the
consideration of the bill H.R. 5945, to
cstablish a proccdure for the prompt set-
tlement, in a democratic manner, of the
political status of Puerto Rico. The
rule makes in order the conslderation
of a commitiee substitute for the bill,
and makes it subject to amendment as if
it were an original bill. The rule also
provides for 2 hours of general debate.

Very [rankly, Mr. Speaker, I am not
sufficlently well Informed to pass sound
judgment on the value of this measure,
except to say it would provide for the
creation of a commission to study the
status of Puerto Rico, and report back
at a later date some procedure they
might recommend that would provide
for a better way of handling the politieal
status of Puerto Rico and the pcople
thereof. As I read this bill, I am not
econvineed it will do very much good. At
the same time I am not sure its passage
will do a great deal of harm.

The Commitice on Interior and Insu-
lar Affairs has devoted conslderable time
to this legislation. As I understand it,
the bill was reported out of the commit-
tee without opposition. At least there
was no minority report filed on the bill.
There was no opposition expressed to
the measure when it came before the
Rules Committee, and, therefore, I pre-
sume both the leglslative committee and
the Committec on Rules support this
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I have no reguests for
time and yleld back the balance of my
time.

Mr. MADDEN. Mr. Speaker, I move
the previous gquestion on the resolution.
The previous question was ordered.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Mr, O'BRIEN of New York., Mr.
Speaker, I move that the House resolve
itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5945) to
establish a procedure for the prompt
settlement, in & democratic manner, of
the political status of Pucrto Rico.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the motion offered by the gentleman
from New York.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the House resolved itself
into the Committee of the Whole House
on the State of the Union for the con-
sideration of the bill HR. 5945, with
Mr. WriGHT In the chalr.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

By unanimous consent, the first read-
ing of the bill was dispensed with.

The CHAIRMAN. Under the rule, the
gentleman from New York [Mr. O’'BRieN]
will be recognized for 1 hour and the
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. SAy-
Lorl will be recognized for 1 hour.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York {Mr. O'BRIEN],

Mr. O'BRIEN of New York. Mr.

October 23

Cheairman, I yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Colorado [Mr. ASPINALL].

Mr. ASPINALL. Mr. Chairman, HR,
5945, as amended, is, perhaps, one of the
most Important pieces of legislation con-
cerning the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico and its over 2 million American
citizens the House of Representatives
has considered during the past 11 years.

On March 3, 1852, the people of Puerto
Rico adopted, in accordance with the
procedure provided In the act of July 13,
1950, a constitution for their govern-
ment. This constitution designates
Puerto Rico a commonwealth, the only
such political entity we have in the
United States. The bill which became
the 1950 act, as some of us will recall,
passed the House with but a single dis-
senting vote, that of our former col-
league, the late Representative Marcan-
tonio of New York. Puerto Rico’s consti-
tution was accepted by the people and
came into force on July 25, 1952.

Since 1952 minor changes have been
made in the Commonwealth Act but
basically it is intact. During the 11-
yvear period Puerto Rico has prospered
and & remarkable renaissance has been
experienced. I have every reason to be-
lieve that progress will continue. Ques-
tions have, however, been raised both in
Puerto Rico and on the mainland about
the future status of the Commonwealth,
Certaln changes have been recommended
by the several political factions repre-
sented in the Commonwealth. About a
year ago leading members of the legis~
lative assembly met with the Governor
and his cabinet members to discuss the
political future of the island. Emanating
from this meeting was a legislative joint
resolution, dated December 3, 1962, call-
ing on Congress to establish a procedure
whereby the final political status of the
people of Puerto Rico could be ascer-
tained. A copy of this resolution is in-
cluded in the Appendix of our Commit-
tec Report No. 811 on this bill.

The legislation under consideration
will establish the United States-Puerto
Rico Commission on the political status
of Puerto Rico. The Commission will be
comprised of 13 members, 7 of whom will
be U.S. citizens and nonresidents of
Puerto Rico. The President will ap-
point the Chairman and two members
of the Commission. The Speaker of the
House and the President of the Senate,
with the approval of respective majority
and minority leaders of each body, will
each appoint two members. The Puerto
Rican Government will be invited to par-
ticipate in Commission activities by the
appointment of six members in a man-
ner provided in & law of Puerto Rico en-
acted for this purpose. This law will
also provide for sharing the expenses of
the Commission which we anticipate to
be not more than $250,000, the amount
authorized by H.R. 5945.

The Commission is directed to study
all—and I emphasize the word “all”—
factors which may have a bearing on the
future relationship between the United
States and Puerto Rico and to make rec-
ommendations to the President, the Con-
gress, the Governor, and the legislative
assembly on the opening day of the 1st
session of the 89th Congress.
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